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Ohio’s War:
The Civil War
in Documents
By Jill Kincer
A good friend recently shared with
me a copy of a very interesting
collection of primary sources
gathered together in a small
paperback entitled Ohio’s War:
The Civil War in Documents. It is a
wonderful little treasure trove for
reading in front of a fire on these
winter nights, especially for those
of us who love our history.

If we believe there is an
overload of dissention and
disagreement over current
national political issues,
then, wow! A read of
these documents will certainly
bring home the magnitude of the
great division that existed here
in Ohio in the tumultuous time
leading up to and including the
Civil War.

“… the Civil war
mobilized, divided,
traumatized, and
inspired Ohio ...”
Editor Christine Dee, Assistant
Professor of History at Fitchburg
State College, has collected many
varied documents which are
grouped into chapters by timeline.
Each chapter has a short wellwritten introduction giving some
historical background to the
setting in which the documents
were written. Letters penned by
soldiers, letters to the front from
loved ones left wondering about
their fighting sons and husbands
as well as actual newspaper
editorials of the day and more,
combine to make very interesting
reading. You get a snapshot of

the times from all segments of
society representing various points
of view, all first hand in each
person’s own words.
Reviewer Andrew Cayton says
of the book: “… we see how the
Civil War mobilized, divided,
traumatized, and inspired Ohio’s
diverse citizens, forcing them to
think hard about what was worth
living for – and what was worth
dying for.” The book (ISBN 978-08214-1683-9) is available through
Ohio University Press.
For ordering information, go to
www.ohio.edu/oupress. Or, for
those of you who, like me, are
library lovers, it is also available
at the Beavercreek Public Library.
It is a timely read, coming just
as our Historical Society January
Quarterly Meeting will focus
on this same topic. Ohio in the
Civil War, with speaker Mark
Holbrook, is scheduled for 7:00
p.m. on January 26, 2010 at the
Beavercreek Board of Education
on Kemp Road.
We hope you’ll come and bring a
friend.

pg. 1

Log by Log
Did you know?
Beavercreek is known as The
Pioneer Township of Greene
County. The rich soil, fine rolling
lands, and the abundance of water
attracted early farmers to the
area. The first courthouse, jail,
mill, church and, presumably,
the first school house, were built
in Beavercreek. In the early years
of development, Beavercreek
was second in size of the four
townships of Greene County.
James Popenoe, the first assessor,
reported that there were 154 white
male inhabitants over the age of
twenty-one. The total population
in 1840, as given in Howe’s History
of Greene County, was listed as
1,762, and by 1874 it had swelled
to 3,000.

The Pioneer Family from “River to the West”

BEAVERCREEK
BASKETBALL
TEAM 1927-1928
By Laura Bader
This picture of the 1927-28
basketball team is from a
booklet published in 1972 by
the Beavercreek Alumni
Scholarship Association, an
organization formed for the
purpose of serving the alumni,
the school, the student body, and
the community of Beavercreek.
The booklet was printed and
distributed at an annual dance
held at the high school.

The young men pictured are, back row left to right: A. Neff, H. Glass, P. Karnath, A. Anders, C. Ewbank.
First row left to right: K. Stewart, H. Davis, H. Zink, D. Sayers, M. Stewart.
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Meet Our Volunteers
We welcome new member and editor of our
newsletter Steve Baldwin. Steve and his wife
Michelle, along with children Maxwell, Kathleen
and Joshua, make their home in Beavercreek.
They have been residents here since 2001. Steve
is the owner of Baldwin Creative & Company, a
marketing and graphic design firm.
Steve is actively involved with local
organizations including Board of Directors of Rhythm in Shoes,
Beavercreek Chamber of Commerce and Retail Merchants, and the
Greater Dayton Advertising Association. He also volunteers for Habitat
for Humanity for Greene County and the American Heart Association’s
Heart Gala. The family attends Beavercreek’s St. Luke Catholic
Church. Welcome aboard Steve!

Special
Thanks
Special thanks to Al and
Bonnie Gunderson for
providing the firewood for the
Harvest Dinner. Also, thanks to
John Rhodehamel for providing
his truck and manpower. It is
greatly appreciated!
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Joe and Farris Welch
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Liaisons:

Diane Phillips
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Christina Addison
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Nancy Makley
Hospitality

Alaire Turner
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Mike Thonnerieux
Director, Parks,
Recreation, & Culture
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1st Knights of Pythias Hall in 1894. - Courtesy of V. Duncan

The Grange: Patrons of Husbandry
by Ruth A. Tobias

Part 2, Continued from
December … A new resident
of Beavercreek, lately from
Boston, was intrigued by road
names. “Dayton-Xenia. Hmm,
must go from Dayton to Xenia.
Shakertown Road – does it
shake? Grange Hall Road? What’s
that?” He was soon informed that
the Mangan Banquet Center at
the corner of Grange Hall and
Dayton-Xenia used to be the
home of Charity Grange #1208 …

Charity Grange’s original meeting
hall was built in 1877 on Adam
Hawker’s farm on the Dayton Pike.
It was a two-story frame building,
with dimensions of 24'x40'.
However, Beaver Grange #60 never
had a building devoted solely to its
use. They petitioned first to meet
in the basement of Beaver Church
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and continued at that location at
least until 1885. Church minutes
recorded a question about the
lease in that year. The Beavercreek
Chronicles states that the
organization later met in homes
until about 1904, when they began
meeting in the Knights of Pythias
Hall in Alpha. In 1924 they were
meeting there the first and third
Thursday nights. By 1936 Beaver
Grange was holding its regular
meetings at Beavercreek Township
School (now Main Elementary).
In later years they met in Barney
Wolf’s Party Room. A typical
meeting included music, readings,
debates, and a social hour. In
1911 the meeting began with a
piano solo by Miss Josephine
Ankeney followed by a reading
from Emma Cosler; a paper on
“The Work of Luther Burbank”
by Albert Ankeney; “Flowers for
Winter” by Mary Hering; “Cement

on the Farm” by Sam Hartman,
and lastly, a vocal solo by Miss
Helen Ankeney.
Part of the mission of the grange
was to educate and uplift the
rural population. As a means to
do this, the Lyceum Lecture series
was promoted in Beavercreek. In
December 1912, 200 people with
reserved seats heard a lecture
on social ills at Beaver Church.
The Lecture course for 1914-15
included the Apollo Glee Club (Oct.
3), Col. George W. Bain (Oct. 24),
R. A. Nichols (Nov. 6), Cecilian
Concert Company (Jan. 2) and
Wells Entertainers (Feb. 8). Season
tickets for this series cost $1.00;
single admissions were 35 cents,
and all seats were reserved. There
were many other lectures and
entertainments offered throughout
the years.
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(Information for the following selected and edited items came
from the Greene County Library’s on-line newspaper database.)

1917 The Master of the Ohio State Grange revealed to a reporter that
the Grange would probably go on record to demand that farmers
be exempt from military duty, citing the current shortage of
laborers and the importance of farming to every community.
1918 In December the Greene County Pomona Grange met at Charity
Grange Hall for its regular meeting. Beaver Grange, at its next
regular meeting, planned to have an oyster supper at a member’s
home prior to the meeting.
1924 Beaver Grange decided to continue the Lyceum Lecture courses
for an eleventh year and formed a committee to plan a program.
Also in 1924 Beaver Grange served lunch at an auction of the
horses, cattle, sows, farm tools and hay of C. K. Wolf, who was
renting out his farm on Indian Ripple Road.
1927 Pomona Grange met with Beaver Grange to initiate a class of
between 75 and 100 members in fifth degree work.
1928 The Beaver Fall Fair was held at the high school with judging on
farm produce, food, and handicrafts. The Granges provided prizes
for the winners.
1931 “The Traveling Gavel”, made from a piece of Charity Grange,
which was built more than 50 years ago, began to make the
rounds of the granges in Greene County.
1935 Beaver Grange was presented a red ribbon certificate for having a
25% increase in membership in 1934.
1942 Because of war rationing of automobile tires, all initiations into
granges were held centrally in Xenia instead of at each local
grange location.
(There were no newspapers in the database from 1943 to 1965.)
1966 a traveling program was started, in which a torch was passed
from Grange to Grange, with the theme “The Grange holds high
the Torch of Great Ideas.” A Grange centennial year was set with
a goal nationwide of 1,000,000 members by November 1967.
1967 Beaver Grange #60 and Charity Grange #1208 went on record to
protest the high evaluation of property in Greene County, so high
that the average farmer couldn’t produce enough to pay the tax
bill, let alone make some profit.
1969 The 96th birthday of Beaver Grange #60 was celebrated.
1971 The annual banquet of the county granges was held at Greene
Vocational School. The speaker said that, just as churches
have had to unite, granges may have to unite due to declining
membership.
1974 The Beaver Grange was still meeting in 1974, but has not been an
active organization for many years.
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Other
Facts:
The modern grange’s aim
is fellowship, service and
legislation. Anyone can
join, not just farmers.
The National Grange holds
trademark rights to the
word “grange.”
21st century work of
the grange helps to
diversify tobacco farmers
into planting other
crops. The National
Grange also advocates
strict enforcement of
food labeling laws, and
promotes a free seed
program. In general,
agriculture and trade
issues are the Grange’s
primary concern.
A major concern in March
2009 was the possible
reduction in funds for
the Ohio State University
Extension service, which
would result in a reduction
of agents, or 4-H groups
being eliminated. Granges
were directed to contact
their representatives
about this.
Ohio State Grange
President is Gary
Brumbaugh, Fredricktown,
Ohio. He is the 22nd
president of the Ohio
Grange, having been
elected in 2007.
70% of granges are located
in communities of 5,000
people or less.
Nationally, the granges
have donated over 100,000
dictionaries to students.
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Beavercreek Land
By Richard Durig

In order to understand and
use Ohio land records, one
has to be aware of the original
land surveys, which were
devised by the
Continental
Congress
as early as
1778, and
culminated in
the passage of
the Northwest
Ordinance in
1787. Ohio
was a test
state for the
development
of the Federal
Rectangular
Survey
System,
established
by the Land

Ordinance of May 20, 1785.
This system divided western
public lands into townships 6
miles square, containing 36
sections, each with 640 acres,
or 1 square mile. Sections were

numbered 1 to 36 from
south to north in rows called
ranges, which were numbered
from east to west. (In 1796,
the numbering system was
changed, but not the surveys.)
However, the State of Virginia
reserved bounty lands for
Revolutionary War veterans
who could claim their land
through the Office of the
Principal Surveyor of the
Virginia District System. As
a result, their surveys were
indiscriminately conducted
by what was known as “metes
and bounds,” some even using
non-permanent landmarks.
Therefore, the Virginia Military
District (VMD) is a patchwork
of surveys and results in much
land litigation, even today.

The Shellabarger Log House
Hidden behind the plastered walls and exterior
shingles of an old farm house at 1073 Highview
Drive is a pinned and mortised framework with
hewn-out corner posts, which reveals how a
carpenter built the house so many years ago.
Research of the property reveals a government
land grant of 640 acres to Martin Baum, a
Cincinnati business man, on September 3,
1804. It is believed that Baum never actually
lived on the property. In 1809, Andrew
Smelzer from Maryland bought the land as
an assignee from Baum. One of the Smelzer
daughters, Hester, inherited part of the land.
She had married David Brown in 1825, and it
is believed that David built an addition to the
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log cabin. Scrawled in the mortar inside the log
construction of this addition is the name “David
Brown, July 1840.”

The Shellabarger Log House
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Hospitality Request

Webmaster Needed

If you would like to contribute a refreshment item
for the January quarterly meeting, assist with the
serving, setup, and/or cleanup, please call Nancy
Makley, 429-0363, Chair, Hospitality Committee.
Thank you.

A volunteer is needed to operate the Society’s
website. If interested, please visit the Society’s
website at: beavercreekhistoricalsociety.org
for background on the current configuration. The
webmaster would need the necessary computer skills
to add, change, or delete information on the website
and would be responsible to the Society’s Publicity
Chairperson. If interested, please contact Lynn
Hickman-Long for further details at:
lynn.hickman-long@beavercreek.k12.oh.us.

We Need Your Help!
The Beavercreek Historical Society seeks a volunteer
for the Publicity Chair on our board. Please consider
stepping up to lead this worthwhile role. For more
information on this important position contact Lynn
at: lynn.hickman-long@beavercreek.k12.oh.us.

Something to submit?

The next issue of Log By Log will mail on April 1, 2010. If you have something to include,
please send it to the editor by the March 22nd deadline. Submissions can be sent to:
sbaldwin@baldwincreates.com

Yes, I’m interested.
I'd like to join!

How can I help?

Name:_____________________________________
Phone:____________________________________

Volunteers are needed in the following areas:
o Developing oral history of Beavercreek

Address:___________________________________

o Writing or editing for monthly newsletter

___________________________________________

o Tours and historical programs at the park

E-mail:____________________________________
Annual Memberships (check one):
o $5 Student (age 18 and below)
o $15 Individual
o $20 Family
o $50 Club/Organization
o $100 - $499 Patriot
Or Lifetime Memberships (check one):
o $500 - $999 Preservationist
o $1000 (and above) Historian

o Craft demonstrations
o Acquisitions committee
o Publicity committee
o Working on barn or house preservation
o Creative fundraising opportunities
o Membership committee
o Educational committee
o Hospitality committee

Send checks (payable to Beavercreek Historical Society) and this form to:
1368 Research Park Drive, Beavercreek, Ohio 45432
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Upcoming Events:
Board Meeting
January 14. . . . . . . . .  Coy House

789 Orchard Lane
Beavercreek, Ohio 45434

Quarterly Meeting
January 26. . . Board of Education
Board Meeting
February 11. . . . . . . .  Coy House
Board Meeting
March 11 . . . . . . . . . .  Coy House
Newsletter Submission Deadline
March 22
Quarterly Meeting
April 27 . . . . . Board of Education

Beavercreek Historical Society

Quarterly Meeting

January 26, 2010
7:00 PM

Ohio in the Civil War by Mark Holbrook
Mark Holbrook from the Ohio Historical Society will discuss
the contribution of Ohio and its people in America’s Civil
War. Generals Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan: and future
presidents Hayes, Garfield and McKinley get most of the
attention focused on Ohioans in the Civil War. Learn about
the lesser known soldiers from the Buckeye State whose
heroism and bravery match their more famous counterparts.
The meeting is free, open to the public and refreshments
will be served. It will be located at the Beavercreek Board of
Education, 3040 Kemp Road, Beavercreek, Ohio 45431.

