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a large home along the north side of Dayton-Xenia Road 
that had been used as an inn and stage coach stop. That 
large home, still standing today, became known as Trebein 
Manor, and soon the bustling little settlement became 
officially known as Trebein.

In 1883, a brick one-room schoolhouse known as Trebein 
School was constructed about ½ mile north of that old 
covered bridge, housing grades 1 through 8. The building, 
nestled into the side of a hill, still stands today as a 
residence on Trebein Road and can actually be seen 
from the east-facing windows of our new modern Trebein 
Elementary that we dedicate today. As you look at that old 
building from this location, you will see why it was also 
sometimes referred to as Westview School—because the 
view the children had from the tall windows looked to the 
west.  

In contrast to the school we dedicate today, the old one on the hill was originally heated by two wood-burning 
stoves, as the boys in the upper grades took turns keeping up the fires during the school day. The students 
sat on simple wooden benches, and walked to and from school in all sorts of weather. In fact, one of the 
students in 1888 was the father of Herman Ankeney, in whose honor Beavercreek’s Ankeney Middle School  
is named.

Unfortunately, as years rolled along … one-room school houses were closed, fire destroyed the distillery, 
water-powered mills became a thing of the past, and time took a toll on the old buildings. 

The path of those roads changed with modern progress in order to better connect to Route 35, so traffic no 
longer flows directly through Trebein. The railway bed is now the bike path. Today, some houses remain in 
the quiet peacefulness of old Trebein as well as a lovely little park alongside the Creekside bike trail.

But how very pleased those early residents of this eastern portion of Beavercreek Township would be to know 
that today another school is being dedicated, with skilled teachers ready to prepare students for their future, 
to begin new traditions while honoring the past of a small settlement and a one-room school house by naming 
this building Trebein Elementary School.

Article continued from pg. 8

Aerial view of new school complex at corner of Dayton-
Xenia and Ankeney Roads in eastern portion of 
Beavercreek Township, dedicated in September 2013. 
Coy Middle School (left wing) and Trebein Elementary 
(right wing) are two separate schools connected by a 
shared kitchen &  HVAC equipment.

The original Trebein School still sits tucked into 
the hillside along Trebein Road and can be seen 
across the fields from windows in Beavercreek 
City Schools' new Trebein Elementary, 
constructed 130 years later.
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We were blessed with lovely weather for most of the 
days of Living History this fall. With the addition of 
Trebein Elementary we had 13 classes of enthusiastic 
third graders. 

One of my favorite moments involved music. I knew 
that Kathy Bauer and I both played dulcimers. We 
agreed to play at a lunch break when the weather 
cooperated. Hearing our plans, Shirley Richardson-
McCourt brought her ensemble of recorders. We 
placed our chairs under trees by the Harshman 
House and played as the last morning classes 
were ending. Very quickly we were surrounded by 
students curious and eager to sing along. They began 
suggesting songs. John Rhodehamel materialized to 
lead the singing. It was so much fun! Even though 
time prevailed, several of the students said, “Oh, 
don’t stop." This only happened once, but what a joy 
it was.

Gerry Smalley had warned me that it is harder to find 
volunteers in the fall than the spring and that was 
true. It is a busy time of year. But there were several 
folks who were willing and able to be amazingly 
supportive. I am very grateful to everyone who 
participated in the program. They made it possible. 
The 29 of us worked with 317 students. Brandon 
Wooley is a home-schooler who came with his mother, 
Christine, to teach finger knitting. He was a great 
help. Shirley was there every day, and Diane Hetzel 
led the herb classes ten times.

Recognizing the changing demands of Living History, 
the increase in classes and the diminishing pool of 
volunteers, Jill Kincer invited Sarah Haller, Gerry 
Smalley and me to meet with her and discuss how we 
envisioned the future for the program.  

We all agreed that it needed to be compressed in 
a way that would require fewer volunteers but 
still provide the hands-on experience with early 
Beavercreek history. We decided that the focus would 
be on food, shelter, and clothing, the basic essentials 
of the settlers. For this coming spring session the 
student activities will be reduced from nine to six. 
The time allotted for each activity will be lengthened 
a bit, and the program will end around noon when 
the students can have their lunches and time to try 
out the old-style toys. The six daily activities will be 
quilting, finger knitting, spinning, herb gardening, 
butter churning, and the barn-garden chores.

Amber Carlos, a new member and volunteer, has 
agreed to direct the spring program. We are so 
pleased and know she will bring new energy and 
ideas to this program as it goes into its 22nd year.  
I will look forward to being the director again in  
the fall.

I hope you will encourage people you know to 
volunteer with Living History and welcome Amber 
with your support this spring.

Living History Fall 2013 Submitted by Becky Jarvi, Fall Living History Director

Notecards for Sale
Notecards and envelopes with black and 
white ink drawings illustrated by Cathy 
Gross are for sale by the Beavercreek 
Historical Society! The notecards are sold in 
packs of 6 and feature historical landmarks 
in Beavercreek, including new drawings of 
the Tobias-Zimmer Barn, the 1827 Jacob 
Coy Homestead, the Jarusiewic Cabin and 
the Ankeney House. If you are interested 
in purchasing a pack of cards for $6 each, 
please contact Nancy Wagner at 426-1272.



Winter 2014 Volume 23 Number 1

pg. 11

We appreciate your support and value your membership!

Annual Memberships

❏ $5.00 - Student (age 18 and below)
❏ $15.00 - Individual
❏ $20.00 - Family
❏ $50.00 - Club/Organization

Lifetime Memberships

❏ $500.00 - $999.00 - Preservationist
❏ $1000.00 and above - Historian

Note: Annual memberships begin January 1st and expire December 31st. 
The expiration date of your membership appears in the corner of the label on 
your newsletter.

Please send your check and this form to: Beavercreek Historical Society
       1368 Research Park Drive
       Beavercreek, OH 45432

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail (please print clearly):

(For use only for communicating information about the Beavercreek Historical Society.)

Volunteers are always welcome to participate in the following areas:

• Developing oral history of Beavercreek

• Writing for the Quarterly Newsletter

• Tours and historical programs at the park

• Craft demonstrations

• Acquisitions committee

• Publicity committee

• Working on barn or house preservation

• Creative fundraising committee

• Membership committee

• Educational committee

• Hospitality committee



1368 Research Park Drive 
Beavercreek, Ohio 45432

"The objectives of the organization are to preserve 
structures of historical significance, to develop and 
present community education programs, and to 
create a learning center for historic education."

Beavercreek Historical Society

Quarterly Meeting  
January 28, 2014 | 7:00 PM | Peace Lutheran Church

Upcoming Events:

Board Meeting, January 9 
Coy House – 6:30 PM

Quarterly Meeting, January 28, 2014 
Peace Lutheran Church – 7:00 PM 
Mary Todd Lincoln, Presentation by Debe 
Dockins, Washington Township Libraries

Board Meeting, February 13
Coy House – 6:30 PM

Board Meeting, March 13 
Coy House – 6:30 PM

Newsletter Submission Deadline  
March 21 – 5:00 PM

Quarterly Meeting, April 22, 2014 
Peace Lutheran Church – 7:00 PM 
Norman Rockwell

The Life of Mary Todd Lincoln
Learn about the wife of our 16th President including her childhood, her 
courtship with Abraham Lincoln, her years in the White House, her life 
after the death of the President and her insanity trial. Was she truly a 
hellcat as Lincoln’s secretaries called her or a helpmate to her husband?

Debe Dockins will provide this information and an answer to the above 
question at the Beavercreek Historical Society Quarterly Meeting 
In January. She is the Community Outreach and Development 
Coordinator at the Washington-Centerville Public Library. Debe holds a 
B.S. in Journalism with an emphasis in Public Relations from Murray 
State University in Kentucky. She is responsible for running the Dottie 
Yeck Good Life Award Writing Contest, the Erma Bombeck Writing 
Competition and the Speakers Bureau. She leads two book discussion 
groups and assists with adult programming at the library.


